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Jack’s ‘Landie’ now a museum piece

Jack Otway is a
‘legend’ in the ranks of
Kalgoorlie prospectors.
At 90+.years of age he
has seen plenty of
mines and miners
come and go, tried
various occupations but
developed a love of
mining which has never
left him. 
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At the age of 18 years Jack rode from Harvey to Kalgoorlie to start work in
the mines.  He was very fit back then, even competing in the Menzies
Race in 1939 coming 18th out of 90 competitors.  After the race he rode
to Merredin and then to Mt Magnet before returning home – a trip of 1000
miles on corrugated roads.

The old trustee ‘Landie’ may have become a museum exhibit but the
newer version takes Jack out bush whenever he’s bored with the town
life, which happens quite often.  Equipped with a GPS, Jack leaves a
detailed map with his daughter and expected time of arrival before
heading off and tagging his trail with marking tape so he can be found
should an accident prevent his return.  

A camp stretcher, mattress and a tarp if it rains is all the comfort Jack
needs when out camping.  He wakes at dawn and boils the billy before
setting out on foot to search for minerals.  This often involves walking for
10 – 15 miles over 3 days with a compass, counting steps as he goes
because the bush is so thick that from 50 yards away you can’t see your
vehicle.  Jack doesn’t bother with modern metal detectors preferring to
rely on his keen eyes and experience. 

He travels alone as he prefers not to be distracted by idle chatter so he
can focus on searching for the next big outcrop.  Jack is an excellent
tracker and will search an area for recent activity and any tell-tale signs of
mineralisation and to search for old camps long forgotten.

Jack is a significant Heron shareholder
and purchased his first Heron shares
in 1996 when the Company f i rst
floated and has been an avid follower
of Heron ever since.  He bought more
shares after the discovery of thick
zones of mineralisation at Goongarrie
South.  Asked what he was hoping
from Heron in the future Jack replied
that he was looking forward to getting
shares in the new companies Rubicon
Resources & Epsilon Energy when
they are floated.


